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APPRECIATING THE 
UNDERRATED 


BY VIVIAN GATICA 


To start the new school year, DIG Magazine is giving you something fresh 
by exploring the hidden gems in music, fashion, art, and more. 


We live in a society where everyone is constantly busy, and many things 
that should be seen tend to go unnoticed. We get caught up in school, work, 
and other responsibilities which makes it easy to forget those diamonds in 
the rough worth looking out for. 


While spending more time in Long Beach this summer, | had the time to 
realize what an amazing city it is and how much it truly has to offer. Then | 
began to search for hidden gems throughout Southern California, and the 
results were endless. That is when the idea came to me about sharing the 
stories of the unknown, so that others could see their value. 


This issue gives everyone a chance to appreciate the underrated. We look 
at the mellow sounds of Foxxhound, a band that combines elements of 
classical and hard rock music to express themselves. We also interview 
the creator of RIPEBRAND, a unique clothing company that designs shirts 
with the names of fruits and vegetables, and donates its proceeds to 
various charities. We feature the cardboard art and abstract sketches of 
Kiel Johnson, a former CSULB grad student, who was selected to create 
workshops for TED talks around the globe to spread his creativity amid 
other cultures. We even cover CSULB’s unknown sports success in sailing. 


As classes begin, | challenge you to take time out of your busy schedules 
to keep an eye out for those hidden gems because they are bound to 
surprise you. 


DIG Magazine has a lot in store for you, so keep reading every month to 
see what we have to offer. Good luck in this upcoming semester, and we 
hope you enjoy this issue as much as we at DIG enjoyed putting it together 
for you. 


digmageditor@gmail.com digmagonline.com 


1250 Beliflower Blvd. dati eas 


SSPA 030, Long Beach, CA 
90840-4601 
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Homeland 

The most anticipated television series returns 
on Sept. 29. The Emmy award-winning drama 
featured brilliant lead performances from Claire 
Danes and Damian Lewis last season. After 
leaving off on an extremely high note, the writers 
of “Homeland” have promised that Season 3 will 
be unforgettable. If it’s anything like the first two 
seasons, the world will be in for a treat. 


Rush 

The fall’s most anticipated film might steal the 
show at next year’s Academy Awards. On Sept. 
27, the Ron Howard-directed epic about 1970s 
Formula 1 drivers James Hunt and Niki Lauda 
will hit theatres. The story of the pair’s intense 
rivalry and Lauda’s return from a traumatic racing 
accident will surely please the fans. With lead 
performances from Chris Hemsworth and Daniel 
Bruhl, “Rush” is poised to be the “Argo” of 2013. 


AM 

Following four studio albums and nearly a 
decade of international success, the Arctic 
Monkeys will return with their fifth album, “AM,” 
on Sept. 10. Led by the 12-string-guitar-driven 
single “Do | Wanna Know?,” “AM” is poised to 
be one the band’s most raucous, awe-inspiring 
albums yet. The release of “AM” will bring the 
band to SoCal in late- September, where they will 
perform three nights at The Wiltern. 
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Doctor Who: 50th Anniversary Special 
As the world prepares to bid adieu to Matt Smith 
as the eleventh doctor, show writer Steven Moffat 
has a treat in store. A much talked about cameo 
from former “Doctor Who” actor David Tennant 
will be featured in the secret special. Who is the 
Doctor and what is his big secret? Hopefully 
we'll find out. 


Don Jon 

Written and directed by Joseph Gordon-Levitt, 
“Don Jon” is set to be the definitive comedy- 
drama film of the year. In “Don Jon,” Gordon- 
Levitt portrays a macho, sex-obsessed “bro” 
who has his eyes set on Scarlett Johansson. 
Once she finds that Gordon-Levitt is addicted 
to watching pornography, however, her views of 
him change. Supporting performances from Tony 
Danza and Julianne Moore are likely to enhance 
this indie-flick. 


MGMT 

America’s favorite psychedelic duo, MGMT, 
returns Sept. 17 with their self-titled third album. 
“MGMT” will be the band’s first studio album 
since 2010’s “Congratulations.” Led by the 
brilliant “Alien Days,” “MGMT” is set to be the 
album of the fall. 


Masters of Sex 

With the recent addition of “Ray Donovan,” 
Showtime is continuing its luck with “Masters 
of Sex.” Starring Michael Sheen and Lizzy 
Caplan, “Masters of Sex” is set to tell the story 
of sex researchers William Masters and Virginia 
Johnson. Supporting roles from Beau Bridges 
and Allison Janney will ensure the show's success. 


The Fifth Estate 

From “Sherlock” to “Star Trek,” Benedict 
Cumberbatch is easily one of the most 
recognizable actors in Hollywood. “The Fifth 
Estate” will see Cumberbatch portraying 
WikiLeaks’ founder, Julian Assange. Detailing 
the controversial Australian’s rise to worldwide 
recognition, “The Fifth Estate” will likely be 
one of the year’s biggest sleepers. Knowing 
Cumberbatch’s talent as an actor, “The Fifth 
Estate” will undoubtedly wow audiences, 
regardless of their feelings towards Assange. 


By John Bogna 


hat new TV shows are you most 
“ Wee: about this season? King and 
Maxwell? Teen Mom? NCIS Alabama? 
lf you're tired of the plethora of procedural crime 
dramas, look into a show called Orphan Black. 
It's not on NBC, CBS, MTV or the CW. It's on 
BBC America, and it could be the best show you 
aren't watching. 


circ wee: the show combines elements of 
_ sci-fi, drama, comedy and action-adventure, and 
makes it look easy. This genre mash-up is also 

_ backed by a fascinating storyline paired with 
phenomenal acting from the whole cast. 


The show's main character Sarah Manning, 


after almost a year away to see the daughter 
she left behind, and start a new life. However, 
before any of that can happen, Sarah witnesses 
a suicide. She has barely set foot on the train 
platform when she notices a distressed woman 
taking off her 


played by Tatiana Masiany, ‘comes back home — 


es. Before she has time to 


oA See OF 


PELE Vie 
ORPHAN BLACK 


react, the mystery woman briefly locks eyes with 
Sarah and then jumps in front of an oncoming 
train. The other woman has Sarah's exact face. 


Being from the “School of Hard Knocks,” Sarah's 
first reaction is to take the suicidal woman's 


purse. Once she finds out that Beth Childs, the 
name on the dead woman's |D, has $75,000 


stashed in a savings account, Sarah decides that. 
taking over Beth’s life is the perfect way to build 
a better one for her and her daughter, Kira. So far, 


50 easy, but then come ine: clones. 


Turns out, Beth ‘and Oe are | gencicnne 


identical clones, and not the only ones either 
Sarah has clone “sisters” around the globe s| 


never knew about. The rest of the season follows 
‘the clones on their quest to put a face to. 


shady entity that created them, and to find out 
who and what they really are. : eee 


By season's end Maslany i is ‘playing six different — 
Ene ee: Z 


characters, all with their 


In fact, there are eee scenes where 
Maslany plays one clone impersonating another, 

and does not slip up. You really feel as if the two 

characters are completely separate. 


The show has taken off with a lot of force, already 
renewed for a second season in spring 2014. 


Maslany has received a Critic’s Choice award 
for her performance in the series. It should be 
mentioned that although Maslany is Canadian, 
her flawless British accent in the show would 


et one to believe ¢ otherwise. 


; There is plenty of time is etcll up on the first 
: -season now that it is over. So if you are getting 
the shakes waiting on Game of Thrones or 


st looking for an original and 
g show to watch, Orphan Black is 


where you should be looking. 
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Photos by Natatie Boufoumand, 


izzi Murtough, a classically trained cellist, 

and Daniel Morones, a songwriter with a 

punk rock background, came together to 
form the unlikely paired band Foxxhound. Their 
band name was inspired by the Disney film “The 
Fox and the Hound,” that shows two characters 
unlikely to work together that ultimately do. 


Beginning in 2010 with band members Murtough 
and Morones, Foxxhound has since featured a 
couple of more official band members on their 
Facebook page, Ron McGill on drums and vocals, 
and Brent Brandon on the keyboard. Along with 
these members are many others featured in 
different songs throughout their newest album, 
“The Devil You Know.” 


Describing their sound as “a mixture of folk 
and blues ballads,” Morones compares some 
components of their style to Amy Winehouse and 
Elliot Smith. However, Foxxhound maintains their own 
individual sound through their personal abilities. 


Ron McGill, their “not-so-typical drummer...gets 
creative and [adds a] different depth” to their 
music, and the combination of lead vocals from 
Murtough and Morones are almost “for lack of a 
better term, magical.” 


Going back to their unlikely pairing, their unusual 
combination of cello and guitar as well as 
drums and keyboard adds an extra level to their 
unique quality. Morones said their sound “is very 
dynamic...it’s not just going to be one level the 


ny 


Foxxhound combines elements of classical and hard rock to create a unique sound. 


whole show,” attributing much of their dynamic 
back to Murtough’s classical background. 


Pulling inspiration from relationships and daily 
life to write their music, Morones explains their 
lyrics as sort of a “diary take on things” stating 
that he finds personal expression to be more 
interesting. To Lizzi Murtough, it is “an expression 
of [herself],” and an explanation of life. 


“The music that stuck with me the most was the 
music that felt like it came from a real place,” she adds. 


One thing that Foxxhound appreciates most 
about their band is their collaboration and 
openness with each other. The group’s trust 
and love opens the door for them to collaborate 
honestly and aim towards writing a song in its 
best form. They also appreciate the fact that they 
love what they do and are not writing music “to 
try to prove anything.” Morones said that McGill 
doesn’t try to create some elaborate drum solo 
to “just throw it in there, it’s more about what the 
song needs.” 


“We work hard on our set,” Morones said. “We try 
to make it an experience... we try to create ups 
and downs that take you on a journey.” Morones 
says he is inspired by the days when “people 
would get dressed up to see live music... and 
really want to listen, enjoy it and be moved.” 


In-regards to their newest album “The Devil You 
Know”. that was released on June 25, Morones 


says the title track is definitely one of his favorite 
songs on the album. 


“It has a lot of space, and the chorus is fantastic,” 
Morones said. “It sort of hits you when you don’t 
expect it.” 


You can expect to hear more orchestral sounds 
and instruments such as the french horn in the 
title song. 


Foxxhound’s musicianship allows them to 
venture beyond more than one style allowing 
their sound to be different on occasion, fresh 
and new. They have gotten a great response to 
their new album thus far and plan on enjoying 
every moment of it. 


“Since the record just came out, it’s kind of 
based on the response of that and we'll see 
where it takes us,” McGill said in response to the 
band’s future goals. “You can’t really plan in the 
music industry.” 


In the coming months, fans can look forward to 
performances in places such as North Hollywood, 
Hotel Cafe, Long Beach and Los Angeles. To 
find out more information about Foxxhound, 
such as performance dates and what to look 
forward to, check out their Facebook page 
Foxxhoundmusic. 


By Ashley Austrie-Brown 


of the area’s finest comedians for their 
“Generic Standup” event, on the last 
Sunday of each month. 


; ong Beach Playhouse has invited some 


On September 22, comedians Daniel Eachus, 
Derrick Murray, Erik Escobar, and many more will 
tell their funniest jokes in the gallery room of the 
Long Beach Playhouse. 


Cal State Long Beach alumni, Daniel Eachus, 
who was a communications major and theatre 
arts minor, will be headlining the event. In 2010, 
Eachus won the best stand-up comedian award 
at the Long Beach Playhouse. After this win, 
Eachus stayed in contact with the producing 
artistic director Andrew Vonderschmitt, and 
established the “Generic Standup” event 
together earlier this year. 


Vonderschmitt first held the stand-up comedy 
contest in the Studio Theatre, but the laughs 
faded and people would walk out to the bar. This 
became very awkward for the comedians. 


Since Long Beach is not known for stand-up 
comedy and does not have many comedy- 
staged rooms, Eachus really wanted to show 
that the city is capable of having its own comedy 
scene, and a good one at that. 


Because the Studio Theatre was not the best 
place to hold this kind of event, Vonderschmitt 
suggested the gallery room, which holds about 
60 to 70 people, full bar, and a lighted stage. 


“The gallery room is perfect because the 
laughter spreads easier and you feel like you're 
in an established comedy club,” Eachus said. 
In this upcoming show, “I will talk about all the 
things running through a 22-year old’s mind... 
beer, girls, and zombies.” 


Eachus has headlined, hosted, opened and 
been featured at the Laugh Factory, Brea 


Improv, Irvine Improv, Jon Lovitz Comedy Club, 
Hollywood Improv, and The Comedy Palace in 
San Diego. 


Eachus has won many awards throughout his 
career. In 2010 Eachus became the youngest 
finalist ever of the “Funniest Comic in LA’ 
contest at the Jon Lovitz Comedy Club which 
had celebrity judges such as Ron Jeremy and 
Kid from Kid ‘n Play. Also, Eachus’ improv group 
“Secret City Comics Society” was voted “Best 
Improv Group in the OC” by OC Weekly. 


Another featured comedian at the event is 
comedian Derrick Murray, who graduated from 
Azusa Pacific University, and majored in religion and 
youth ministries. Oddly enough, his skills to be 
a pastor and a comedian are almost identical. 


“tts really just the content that changes,’ Murray said. 


Murray has opened for Andy Dick and Steve 
Hofstetter, and has worked with a number of 
working comics in the Los Angeles area. As 
Murray gained more experience in the comic 
world, his jokes became more vulnerable. He 
now shares personal stories and life experiences 
on stage. 


“It's important to be transparent and have a 
relationship with your material; the audience will 
laugh harder when you bring them in on the joke 
with you,” Murray said, “The faster they learn 
who you are the better they can relate to what 
you're saying.” 


Comedian Erik Escobar began his education at 
Cal State Los Angeles, but finished his degree in 
film, business and theatre arts at Whittier College. 
Since then, Escobar has hosted, performed, and 
headlined at established places and some “lucky 
he drove through that neighborhood without 
getting shot” venues. 


Escobar runs a couple monthly shows at the 


Flappers Comedy Club and The Improv Space 
Theatre, where he’s worked with the Wayans 
brothers, Dan Mintz of Bob’s Burgers, Maria 
Bamford from Arrested Development, and 
several other great comics. 


Escobar’s jokes are mostly “poop” jokes and 
stories about his past experiences as a poor, post 
grad in the not-so-exciting peak of his early 20's. 


“Past audience members have said things like 
‘you were one of the most offensive comics I’ve 
heard, but | farted from laughing so hard’ and 
‘My favorite part was when you gave that old 
man a lap dance,” Escobar said. 


Escobar had the opportunity to perform multiple 
shows a night all around the country at venues like 
the World Famous Comedy Store, New York’s 
Upright Citizen Brigade Theatre and The Seattle 
Underground. He also headlined for the 2013 
California's Funniest Female Contest and was 
featured on Season 7 of NBC’s Last Comic Standing. 


Eachus and Vonderschmitt hope to create a 
buzz throughout the city of Long Beach through 
the “Generic Standup” event. 


This event is recommended for a mature crowd, 
and is another great opportunity for the Long 
Beach Playhouse to serve the diverse community 
with quality theatre acts and contemporary 
productions, as well as to encourage the 
Participation of all interested individuals. 


The “Generic Standup” event will run from 7 
to 9 p.m. and admission will be free. For more 
information visit www.|bplayhouse.org. 


Daniel Eachus 1), Deiick Mulay (2), and Eric Escobar (2) will tae the stage at 
Genene Siandup later this month, 
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ntering the art studio of Kiel Johnson is like 

entering a warphole of abstract creativity. 

Drawings of cars, satellites, and chairs 

cover the walls. Cardboard masks and even 

a model city decorate the workspace of 
an artist who prides himself in creating things 
inspired by daily life. 


“My artwork is influenced by what’s around me 
all the time,” Johnson said. “No matter what I’m 
doing, | am always looking around thinking about 
shapes, colors and patterns.” 


Originally from Kansas, Johnson was always 
motivated by his parents to advance in his 
creative potential. His high school art teacher 
Paul Wright pushed him to take risks in the name 
of art. 


“| was definitely a trouble maker without direction 
when | was younger, but there’s something 
creative inside of everyone at a certain age,” he 
said. “Paul Wright showed us that it was possible 
to make art for a living.” 


Kiel Johnson makes masks and other scultptures from cardboard. 


Johnson moved to California to attend grad 
school at Cal State Long Beach and was 
immediately inspired by the lights and density 
of the surrounding cities. His art went through 
transitions of its own as he moved around. 
While living near the ports of Los Angeles, his 
art became very industrial, focusing on cranes, 
scaffolds and boats. When he moved to East Los 
Angeles, he concentrated on the hills and the 
shanty architecture of his surroundings. 


“In Kansas, you get a little bit of everything, 
whereas here you can get a lot of everything,” 
Johnson said in regards to his cultural 
inspirations. 


He graduated from CSULB, but continued 
working there for several years teaching a 
drawing class and working at the art galleries. 


“| found it to be an amazing experience, and a 
good center of my work reflects the time | spent 
at Cal State Long Beach,” Johnson said. 


His creativity with cardboard was what really 
got him noticed. Johnson began constructing 
elaborate sculptures of printing presses, 
cameras, musical instruments, and_ giant 
telescopes from simple material. He said that he 
began using cardboard because it was cheap 
and fast. 


“| like to see things happen quickly, and 
cardboard basically allowed me to build as fast 
as | draw,” Johnson said. “I’m a big believer that 
you're never going to have any idea if you don’t 
get busy, and a good idea never really comes to 
me unless I’m working on a bad idea.” 


From these projects, he built on a new concept 
that was originally meant for film. He built a model 
city from paper and cardboard with hundreds of 
buildings, houses and cars. It was displayed at 
an art show at the Staples Center and caught 
the attention of many, including people from the 
infamous TED organization. 


Johnson's new series of drawings feature different versions of the same object, like cars. 
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Through TED, Johnson was able to host 
“Everybody’s an Architect” workshops around 
the world with his miniature city, and a “salad bar” 
setup that would allow participants to essentially 
create their own cities based on their own 
cultures. In the United Arab Emirates, the men 
build rugby fields and the women build schools. 
While in the green country of New Zealand, cars 
completely vanished from the city, and paperclip 
bike racks replaced them. 


“| would show up in a community with the same 
materials, but they always built a different city,” 
Johnson said. “It was just a beautiful thing seeing 
everyone come together and bring what they 
had to make a miniature city the best it could be, 
which is a perfect metaphor of what we need to 
do in real life.” 


Although from this he may be known as “the 
cardboard guy,” Johnson said he’s a drawer at 
heart. 


“| love that there are no rules in drawing,” he 
said. “It’s not like when you're building and have 
to obey the laws of gravity and physics.” 


His new series of giant drawings comes from 
things that one may come across every day. The 
pieces feature sketches of multiple forms of the 
same object, whether it be chairs, ships, cars, 
clothing, or suns. Each sketch is the same thing 
but different in its design. 


“Im not striving for social or political change through 
my art,” Johnson said. “I’m really just kind of a 
selfish artist because I’m interpreting my daily life.” 
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It is a constant cycle for Johnson. He said he 
does grow tired of drawing after a while and 
goes back to building things. 


“I'm always drawing and building, and drawing 
and building, but | always draw something in 
hopes that it will inspire a sculpture,” he said. “| 
believe in a certain level of craft, and sometimes 
you can make a piece in three minutes that can 
change the world.” 


When asked to pick his favorite project, Johnson 
describes it “like asking a mom who their favorite 
kid is” because the project he’s working on at the 
moment tends to be his favorite, but that always 
changes. When parting with them, he said it 
feels “like they’ve left [him] or moved out of the 
house.” 


Aside from creating art of his own, he loves to 
host workshops to motivate others to do the 
same. Johnson likes working with people who 
do not believe they are artists, because he is 
inspired by what they come up with. 


“| love finding those people and letting them 
discover that they are so much more creative 
than they thought they were,” he said. 


His advice for fellow artists is to “get busy, keep 
making stuff, and experiment.” 


“Start and end each day with your art, and make 
it your life,” Johnson said. “If you keep making 
stuff, somebody is definitely going to notice.” 


Johnson's avant-garde art style stems from his surrounding environment. 
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Paul’s Place 


Located in four different locations across 
Southern California, the family-owned restaurant, 
Paul’s Place, provides delicious handcrafted 
burgers, sandwiches, hot dogs, and Greek and 
Mexican menu options to its customers. Walking 
into the Los Alamitos Paul’s Place will always 
bear a relaxing ambience due to its leaf-covered 
setting and never-ending shade. The burgers 
are delightful, especially the turkey burger with a 
side order of breaded zucchini. As for its foreign 
menu choices, the Greek chicken combo is the 
one to try. It consists of baked pita bread slices, 
tice, savory chicken breasts and thighs, and 
salad. It is a flavorful and well-cooked meal for a 
reasonable price, like that of the majority of the 
items at Paul's. 


A TASTE OF LOS AL 


Story & Photos by Cat Tompkins 


Nestled in between Seal Beach, Long Beach, Cypress, and Hawaiian 
Gardens is the small town of Los Alamitos. Less than five miles away 
from The Beach, this little town provides an immeasurable amount 
of cuisine to be discovered. Here are some of the best restaurants 
to visit when going on your own “Taste of Los Al” adventure. 


The Pasty Kitchen 


Established almost 50 years ago, The Pasty Kitchen is considered 
one of Los Alamitos’ most beloved restaurants. The restaurant 
specializes in serving delicious pasties, which is a homemade beef, 
chicken, or veggie and potato stew wrapped in a crispy pie dough. 
The pasties are baked fresh daily, and served with a delectable 
beef or chicken gravy for more flavor. If you are looking for 
something sweet to end your pasty adventure, The Pasty Kitchen 
provides freshly baked apple, peach, and cherry turnovers that are 


Island Grill 


Island Grill offers a very delicious fusion of 
Hawaiian and Japanese cuisine. Its menu 
includes chicken katsu, chow mein, chicken and 
beef teriyaki, salmon, sushi, spam musubi, egg 
rolls, and more. At an affordable price, this fusion 
restaurant gives large portions of food with each 
meal and leaves you with a full stomach and a 
large smile. A great appetizer to start with is the 
spam musubi, which is a slab of spam and rice 
wrapped in seaweed. Dip it in teriyaki sauce, 
and it will give you the same satisfaction as 
your main meal. One of the best items to buy at 
Island Grill is the #1 Chicken Teriyaki Combo. It is 
served with chow mein noodles and rice, which 
added with some hot sauce or teriyaki sauce, is 
sure to give you your flavor fix. This restaurant 
also provides some relief from the heat with its 
refreshing Hawaiian Shaved Ice and an array of 
tropical flavored drinks. 


guaranteed to make your visit worthwhile. 


Katella Deli 


First established in 1964, Katella Deli provides 
savory traditional Jewish foods and baked goods 
with a restaurant, deli, and bakery located in 
one building. The restaurant creates authentic 
corned beef, pastrami, rye bread and matzah 
balls dishes, and you will always be greeted with 
a warm smile. Katella provides an abundance of 
desserts, ranging from cake slices, tortes, French 
macaroons, cookies and mousses, making 
choosing what to order difficult. The fruity- 
flavored mango mousse with a raspberry filling, 
black-and-white cookie (a cookie frosted with 
chocolate on one side and vanilla on the other), 
and a chocolate three-layer mousse are bound 
to make any sweet-tooth happy. 
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RIPEBRAND currently produces three designs: Pomegranate, Grape, and Zucchini. 


hen Nick Chang created the nonprofit 

t-shirt company RIPEBRAND last year, 

he had a clear mission in mind: to 
encourage people to get involved in their local 
communities to “ripen” and grow into better 
versions of themselves. 


During his college years, Chang interned for San 
Francisco’s Chinatown Community Development 
Center, which provided housing for local, 
underprivileged Chinese immigrants, and saw 
firsthand how much change a small, non-profit 
could bring to the local community. 


Inspired by his own volunteer experiences, 
Chang knew that he wanted his first start-up to 
be focused on helping to grow and give back to 
the people as well. 


While interning at the Chinatown CDC, “I felt that 
being a part of a community and being a good 
citizen [was] not enough,” Chang said. 


According to a report on America’s worst charities 
that was collaborated between the Tampa Bay 
Times and the Center for Investigative Reporting, 
the American Breast Cancer Foundation donated 
only 5.3 percent of the millions of dollars they 
raised for charity, Kids Wish Network spent 2.5 
percent, and the Cancer Fund of America spent 
a mere 0.9 percent on direct cash aid. 


Aware of this disappointing outcome from large 
organizations, Chang made the decision to 
work closely with smaller nonprofits that really 
understand people’s needs. 


“(I didn’t want to be] controlled by outside forces 
that wanted to take advantage...we really want 
the spirit [of RIPEBRAND] to be pure and be 
focused on the mission,” Chang said. 


You should “Do Good, Feel Good, and Look 
Good,” as the company tagline says. 


In addition to RIPEBRAND’s mission, Chang set 
out from the very start to support three main 
causes of youth, poverty and health, because 
these are the most evident problems that the LA 
community face on a daily basis. 


Unlike the big-name companies, RIPEBRAND 
donates more than 20 percent of its revenue to 
local nonprofits. When purchasing a t-shirt on 
the website, you can choose to donate to one of 
the three causes that you feel most passionate 
about, or you can choose to “Spread the Love” 
and donate an equal portion to each. 


RIPEBRAND has partnered with the Free Arts for 
Abused Children, Philanthro Productions, and 
the Busted Foundation to support the causes. 


Unlike most charitable organizations, RIPEBRAND 
doesn’t simply make donations and hope for 
a better change. Chang builds a connection 
between nonprofits and passionate individuals. 
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CEO and founder of RIPEBRAND, Nick Chang 


“We do our due diligence on finding more 
nonprofits and causes, and connect with nonprofits 
we already work with [to offer] different types of 
opportunities [people] can get involved with,” 
Chang said. 


For those that want to get involved but don’t 
know where to start, RIPEBRAND offers direct 
volunteer opportunities through their website to 
give people a convenient way to reach out to the 
LA community. 


Chang hopes to launch a large, social media 
app program that allows RIPEBRAND users to 
interact and share photos of their volunteering 
experiences, wearing RIPEBRAND’s t-shirts. 


“RIPEBRAND uses... social and website technology 
to consolidate the different needs into one place,” 
Chang said. “As much as we love Twitter and 
[other] social media platforms, we are still people 
and we still have to go out and help others, so 
connecting the online world to the offline world 
is where clothing and fashion comes in.” 


All RIPEBRAND shirts are eco-friendly. The 
t-shirts are twice washed, once with a vegetable- 
based dye, and are preshrunk and form-fitted for 
the most premium, softest quality of fabric. 

The t-shirts are also made of 100 percent ring- 
spun, jersey cotton that is almost all grown and 
manufactured right here in California. 


In consistency with the core dynamics of 
RIPEBRAND, Chang decided to manufacture the 
shirts in California because he believes, “if we’re 
going to be local and preach local, we should get 
[our t-shirts] locally made.” 


Chang was inspired by the idea of growing and 
“ripening” as a person and growing into a more 
“mature and better version” by helping others, 
just as fruits and vegetables ripen. 


RIPEBRAND currently carries three, brightly 
colored t-shirts: Zucchini, Pomegranate and 
Grape, and will be releasing more t-shirt designs 
in the near future. Follow RIPEBRAND on 
Facebook for future, exclusive contests and to 
keep up with great opportunities. 


So, which fruit or vegetable will you choose to 
wear? Take your pick at www.ripebrand.org 
and make the pledge to start growing with the - 
RIPEBRAND community. 
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the historic features of the crew's quarters, pipes and everything else that made up this submarine 
during its historic voyage. For less than $12, you can explore the Scorpion by the Queen Mary. 
After you tour this iconic exhibit, you can stop by Hotel Maya for drinks or go down the street to 


fake a walk on The Pike. _ 


hile Cal State Long Beach is known for 

its success in baseball and basketball, 

it most recently struck gold sailing 
overseas with a team ranked number 19 in the 
nation. 


The CSULB sailing team was resurrected in 
spring 2011 by team captain Shane Young, his 
brother Chase, and former team member Laura 
Newton after a more than 15-year hiatus. The 
Young brothers and Newton grew up sailing 
together with the first few members of the team, 
and started recruiting from there. 


“It was hard for us to gain recognition at first, 


HE UNDERDOG SPORTS TEAM AT CSULB 


SAILING TO SUCCESS 


By RIA BRU) 
PHOTOS COURTESY OF C 


CSULB sailing underdogs compete, and gain notoriety at the Pan-Pacific Intercollegiate Regatta. 


yet alone be allowed to compete at regattas, but 
those days are over and the team has gained 
tremendous respect in the collegiate sailing 
community,” Newton said. 


They designed new uniforms, recruited endlessly 
for qualified sailors, and began practicing in 
hopes of attaining the success that CSULB had 
in the 80s. 


“We were kind of considered underdogs when 
we showed up to regattas, but we loved the 


challenge,” team member Mark Ryan said. 


After two years of training and competition, a 


member of the Long Beach Yacht Club and a 
professor from CSULB approached the team 
with the idea to compete in China at the Pan- 
Pacific Intercollegiate Regatta. After deliberating, 
the team decided that it was an opportunity that 
they could not let pass. 


“We just agreed as a team that we needed to 
try it out,” Ryan said. “It’s like when you have 
nothing, you have nothing to lose.” 


Five of the members on the team would compete 
overseas to represent CSULB. However, before 
this could happen, they would have to raise 
$12,000. 


The CSULB team sails to victory in China. 


1a. 


The team raised the money through various 
donations from the sailing community, dinner 
fundraisers at the Long Beach Yacht club, and 
t-shirt sales. 


“It was a lot of hard work, but the payoff was gold 
in China, and a great experience,” Ryan said. 


The team also received training support from 
local sailors as they trained in Marina del Rey. In 
China, they would have to compete in a 25-foot 
long sports boat known as the J80, and members 
of the Marina del Rey sailing community lent them 
their J80 boats to go out and train. Experienced 
sailors even went out and helped them train for 
the competition. 


“This allowed us to finetune all of our boat 
handling and communication in the boat,” Young 
said. 


With all the financial and training support, the 
team headed for China in July to compete against 
19 collegiate teams from China, Singapore, and 
Taiwan. 


“Our whole team was very excited to [represent] 
our country,” Young said. “It was pretty surreal 
at first, but we took the event very seriously and 
made sure to make the most of it.” 


The Long Beach sailing team braved the strong 
currents and tough competition, and won 
all seven races of the tournament. The team 
followed the sailing tradition of jumping in the 
water for a swim after their win. 


“Words can’t express how great it felt winning 
for our school and our city, and bringing home 
the gold for America,” Ryan said. “It was a blast 
trying strange food, meeting really great people 
and sailing fast for Long Beach.” 


The team competes at many regattas with success. 


The regatta ended with an awards ceremony, 
where the teams exchanged gifts and celebrated 
the end of an incredible competition. Young 
even ended the night by giving a speech in the 
little Chinese he knew. 


Although the competition over, the team has 
made it clear that they are dedicated to keeping 
the team going, and not letting it die out. 


“It’s easy for a small team [of 15] to fizzle out 
again, so it’s our focus to build a good, solid 
foundation for the team to continue recruiting 
and succeeding,” Ryan said. 


The sailing team brought back something to 
Long Beach that will go down in the books 
forever. Not only did the team prove themselves 
locally, but overseas as well. So while CSULB 
triumphs on the court, dirt and field, this proves 
that you cannot count out the sailing underdogs. 
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REST IN 
PIECES 


Now that DOMA is dead, it’s time to celebrate. 
However, we must remember that the fight for 
equality on the queer front is far from over. 


Some of you reading this may not be entirely 
familiar with DOMA or what it meant to the 
queer citizens of the United States, so I'll cover 
the bases for you. The Defense of Marriage Act 
restricted the definition of marriage to a man and 
woman, and declared that any state that does 
not recognize same-sex marriage is not legally 
obligated to recognize one coming from a state 
that does. Bill Clinton signed it into effect on 
Sept. 21, 1996 while under political pressure after 
attempting to allow gays and lesbians to serve 
openly in the military. The fact that there were 
enough votes to override a presidential veto 
when Congress passed the bill probably helped 
Clinton’s decision to sign it with no opposition. 


If the argument to repeal DOMA needed any kind 
of push, it got it when Clinton wrote an essay 
for Washington Post in March 2013, expressing 
his change of heart and declaring that DOMA is 
“incompatible with our Constitution”. 


The death of DOMA is surely something to be 
overjoyed with; you might even find yourself 
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humming that age old Wizard of Oz song 
“Ding-Dong! The Witch Is Dead.” Now that the 
supreme courts have ruled section three of 
DOMA unconstitutional, LGBT Americans will 
have their marriages recognized by the federal 
government. 


Although now that the proverbial dust is settling, 
we should ask ourselves: What next? What else 
needs our attention? 


There’s still a lot to be done. Along with these 
victories, there are still problems. States that do 
not allow same-sex marriage are still not required 
to recognize the marriage of a same-sex couple 
coming from a different state, so there is still a 
battle to be fought in 37 states to acquire full 
marriage equality. 


The fight for the acceptance and equal treatment 
of transgendered women and men is among 
the most immediate problems that require the 
public’s attention. Just three years ago here 
on campus, an unknown assailant attacked a 
transgendered man and carved the word IT into 
the victim’s chest. 


In another facet of the spectrum, queer people of 
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color face a much higher level of discrimination. 
Where is their representation? What | see most 
of the time in pro-queer advertisements is a lot 
of happy Caucasian men and women, and mostly 
men at that. 


| would say the best current representation of 
a transgendered person of color is Laverne 
Cox’s role as Sophia Burset in “Orange is the 
New Black,” and for the most part, the show is 
set in a federal prison. Where the show gets it 
right, however, is that it tells her complete story; 
pain, awkward situations, discrimination, joy, and 
growth of self-confidence, are all translated into 
one season. Laverne Cox is also a transgender 
activist and has spoken much more eloquently 
on this subject than | have. | suggest checking 
out her interviews. 


In fact, | suggest getting involved in any kind 
of activism for equality. From standing up for a 
stranger or a friend, to rallying in protest. Any 
effort for equality goes a long way. It’s important 
to remember that change doesn’t just happen 
around you; it happens because of you. 


Opinion 
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1 Los Angeles Dodgers vs San Diego Padres | Dodger Stadium | 1pm 
1 20th Annual Brazilian Festival | Ford Amphitheatre | 12pm - 4pm 
1-29 LA County Fair | Pomona 

2 Labor Day 

3 Black Sabbath | LA Sports Arena | 7:30 pm 

4-5 CSULB Week of Welcome | Central Quad I 11am - 2pm 

5 Rosh Hashanah 


6-8 Original Long Beach Lobster Festival | Rainbow Lagoon | 5pm - 11pm 
6 Smorgasport | University Student Union | 8pm-12am 

7 CSULB Men’s Water Polo vs. Air Force | UC San Diego | 10am 

8 Belmont Shore Car Show | Belmont Shore | 9am-3pm 

10 Minus the Bear | Fonda Theatre Hollywood | 8:30pm 

11 Patriot Day 

12 Los Angeles Sparks vs. Minnesota Lynx | Staples Center | 7:30pm 

14 Rascal Flatts w/ The Band Perry | Verizon Wireless Amphitheatre | 7pm 
15 Carly Rae Jepsen with Hot Chelle Rae | Greek Theater | 7:30pm 

16 Women’s Golf | The Minikahda Club 

17 Anaheim Ducks vs. Los Angeles Kings | Honda Center | 7pm 

18 CSULB’s Women’s Volleyball vs. UCLA | Walter Pyramid | 7pm 

19 Long Beach Uptown Farmers Market | Bixby Knolls | 3pm - 6:30pm 


20 iHeartRadio Music Festival | Las Vegas | 8pm 


21 National Red Bull Flugtag | Rainbow Harbor | 10am 


21 International Peace Day 

22 Long Beach Generic Standup | Long Beach Playhouse | 7pm 

22 First Day of Fall 

23 Los Angeles Angels vs. Oakland Athletics | Angels Stadium | 7pm 

24 The Wizard of Oz | Pantages Theatre | 7:30pm 

25 Julieta Venegas | House of Blues | 7pm 

26 Long Beach Expo | Long Beach Convention Center | 10am 

27 The 12th Annual Italian Feast Of San Gennaro | Jimmy Kimmel’s 
Studio | 11am - 11pm 

28 EarthFest LA | West Los Angeles College | 1pm 

29 Chivas USA vs. San Jose | StubHub Center | 8pm 

30 Arctic Monkeys | The Wiltern | 7:30pm 
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